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Dear Sir: 

In the Restriction Requirement mailed June 20, 2006, the examiner required restriction to 
one of the following four groups of claims: 

Group I - claims 1-5, 8-15 and 20, directed to assays for determining the level of 
prostaglandin in a sample; 

Group II - claims 6 and 7, directed to a kit; 

Group III - claims 17-19, directed to a conjugate; and 

Group IV - claims 13, 15 and 16, directed to an assay for determining the level of a 
biomolecule in plasma. 

Applicant elects Group II, including claims 6-7 with traverse. 

It is respectfully submitted that the examiner has too narrowly drawn the restriction 
requirement. The aequorin molecule used in claims 1, 8, 13 and 20 is not identified as either 
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cysteine-free or modified to contain a unique cysteine. The aequorin molecule employed in the 
assays of each of these claims encompasses any aequorin molecule, including cysteine -free 
mutants of the invention as well as modified mutants containing a unique cysteine moiety. Thus, 
in order to search these claims the examiner must search both types of modified aequorin. 
Moreover, it would not be a burden on the examiner to search both types of mutants since any 
search devised to uncover any prior art relating to aequorin mutants would necessarily uncover 
prior art relating to both claimed forms of aequorin. 

Furthermore, all of the claimed assays are grouped in the same Class (435), and the 
products are similarly grouped in the same Class (70). Thus, the only proper restriction is along 
the lines of product and process, and since applicant elects the product claims, it is respectfully 
submitted that properly amended process claims should be rejoined in he application upon 
allowance of the product claims. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136 is 
hereby made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, 
including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 500417, and please credit any excess fees 
to such account. 



Respectfully submitted, 




& EMERY LLP 



600 13 th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005-3096 
Phone: 202.756.8000 JLT:jgh 
Facsimile: 202.756.8087 
Date: August 21, 2006 



Please recognize our Customer No. 20277 
as our correspondence address. 
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